
A SHCRT .RE >Q!{T OI: I'H2 FAMI LY OF lH.:E wEI~D .LSOE 

3y Mary Wend ~lboe 

Like , or more corr ectly, hicael 0s t e r gaa rd Wendelboe , 

was born in GDdvad, nea r to Sl~koborg, Jenmark, in 1880 , 

to Pet Jr and Hansine Wend elboe, who had a small farm, 

four miles from ~hat was no a town , but had a future ' 
\ \ 

of becoming one in t he nea r futura , as ther e was ot -

ential wa t ~r power, a d a pape r mill as in the offing, 

if ~ be damming up of t he riv3r wa s not already a fact. 

KoPe of that its ossible to find out , as I h; ve a 

book on ~ilkeborg, with da ~a s re t his. 
' 

He was he fif' t h boy, and there wa s three other 
\ 

' \ 
chil ~ ren younger, a l l ) f them girls . In all, there were 

ten Children rais\ d t t it i th h d t t im '-a o ma ur y, n e ar es es, ever 

experienced \ in Sou\b Dakot a in the ~ime that it ' a s pio-, ' f \, 
neered. At one I time 

I , 
there was n~ch tall about a new 

' Dani sh colo111 being started tn Texas. Pete r 1:endelboe 

wen down wttb some of t he youngsters, to take up home

stead , but he was not m~de up of the mat ~ rial, tijat p1 o
When his oldest son, Jens, succumbed to nears puccessfully . ' 

yeltow fever, and rlasmus nearly weht the same way, be brought 

his ou!tf~t back to South Dakota and st1yed there, ~everal 

years yet. -

Here should be inserted a bit of the lifest ory of his 

wife . Sbe bad become an or han , w'"en the cholera r 8 ged 
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i n Hensborg , a city belongin~ to Denmark t~en but since been 

ta~ :?n by Gerrr.any . A! l he r f amily was takenbut '"' he was s omeway 

t aken away , and adopt ed by a w1l l-to-do f amily, in Copenhagen . 

Whi l e she grew up there , she was give n a good education; we know , 

she went t:> or:e ')f t l-ie new "Fol k- School s" sta r ted by Bishop 

Gr undtt ig , a ft er he serfs were freed from bandage. It i s too bad 

t hat I can' t quot e the yea r f or any of ~ hewe ev ~nt s . She must 

have been a fine c ook and housekeeper, becouse ~he wa s working 

on one of t he 1arge estates, - hat dotted the countrywhile 

the fa rm help c ould still be had for f oom and boar d and 

almost no extra money wages. 

Peter Wendelboe must have heen a good fo r eman on the same 

e-tate , or he'd never have have met her. She was the housekee~ er 

for t~e f amily, and di dn' t have anything t o do wi th the workers. 

Ther e must have been six or seven men unde r Grandpa 's command 

later on but t hen he was called up to serve a year or whatever was 

the leqgth ~f the compulsory service a ;. a soldier. He had 

absol~tely no education then, he couldn 't r oad or write or 

prinJ. But he had a pal, wh o wa s sma r ter and the two of t hem on 

t heir Sundays or days off, walked around the t own, wh ich ~appened 

to be be Vi~ org, and learned to r ead from t ~e ~ igns on t he stores . 

- - - This ?al became an acquaintance of t he weitGrs fa t her, and 

by a co-incJdence,my aunt ke~t house f :>r thi s man when hi s wife died. 

J ' 
and he wqst oo old or and obese to look afte r 11 imself. He fot 

\ 
very excited when he discovere~. his old fri end , and I had to 

~rite many letters to him befor~ he died. I believe he and 
J Ii 

I 

1 

I 
' 

t 
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Grandpa died t he (smae) same year. Grandpa was very di c-appofri t ed 

_over not "' eing abl e to >Jersonally wr i te t:o h1>m £~ 

3ut hi" sight wqs too f eeble t 1~ en • .Ju t I am sure t his friend 

wonti er ed mightily when he was tol d that Pe t e r "endelboe, .o/ho 

couldn' t read or writ e w""'en he wa s s oldier, had been Pos tma s t er f 

f or many year s in Canada. 

Grandpa wa s no ~ much of a worker, but he wa s able t o fet 

lots of work out of others. But it was Gr andma who did most of 

the heavy work, with the aid or/ the fi rls,-as s oon a s they were 

ilflil&l91iW!ea~.-1 rhe boys t ook off f or ot her jobs, as s oon as 

t hey could qui t school. 

Aft er t he fiasco of the Texas exedition , Grandpa couldn't 

settle down t o f a r ming. Milehad t o ~ave exams t o get his pape rs, 

so his career ~n t he R.R. was fini r hed. T~en the rumor went 

all overm t ~ere was free land to he ~ad for home~teads in Canada, 

in fact it was i n Alberta, iot too f a r from South Dakota. So 

after a lot of a rgument, pro and con, Grandpa went up to Al~erta, 

looked aroun•, liked what be saw, and went back to South Dakota 

and got ready to lUIJC have an auetionlsa1ef1n the spring, early: 

So , in the spring of 1903 Grandpa, firan~ma, and Dagmor 

arrived i n Claresholm, Alberta , and a we&k l ater Mike arrived too, 

having traveled in a boxca r, full of furniture, feed and live

st6ck. After looking around a bit, the two men picked out two 

' quarters, adjo4n1ng each other, fifteen miles s raight east of 

~laresholm, and as soon as the land office was opened, in Leth

bridfe, and the district thrown open for homesteading, t hey filed 

on the· two quarters, and Mike t>iegan to haul lymber for buildings 
, and where they 

down from the Porcdpine Hills, the hearest source of 
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could buy rough l umber fr om a government sawmi ll. ihere ~s 
I I, 

no oads n t fir st , a nd jf pt wa wet, after rain or sn~w, r· ike 

often tol d about t he \.Jay they had to roughlock t'1e i.•agonwheels, 

so the load · ouldn ' t sl i c down ')n the ho' ses on the ~teep hillsides. 
0 

But he per sever ed , and eventually they had enoug~ lumber to 

build a 2~ x 24 f oot c ottage , a blacksm~th shop, and a small, solid, 
< 

hiproofed barn. i'he t;arn and the bop was loca t ed in Milie' s qu::irter 

the cottage in Grand oa 's. 

The yea r 1902 had been a wet year, an1 mapy of t he new settlers 

didn't like t hat sort of climate, and decided to poll up stakes 

and look for greener pastures. ~any of them sold their cattle 

a rd horses, and their impl ement$, and as Grandpa was well heeled 

after t he auction in ° outb Dakota, he bought many heads of live

stock, and in a couple or t hree years, Dagmar and Grandma were 

milking up to twenty cows, feeding callres and pigs, add a s 

ther e was a small pond a short nistance from t '· e house, Grandma 

also raised a big flock of ducks. 

As soor. as the smi thy was built, work for Mike began to 

collect. He ijad always done all the repairwork on t he farm in 

Dakota, and he made a lot of friends in Alberta, too, as 

blacksmiths and woodworkers were scarce and he was skilled in 

both. This part of ~ be province was settled by Finns from Astoria 

who were nearly all fisherman, and what knowledge they had 

regarding farming, was mostly brought fro~ t he old country, Finland . ~ 

Only f 
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Only three or four families r emaines on t ~ eir original 

homestead. lomg enough t o help celebrate Barons' ~Ot 11 year Anniver-

sary i n , r_~fiey included John Hendrikson, Andrew and Bill Jackson, 
( ' 

whose sis ter l ater marr ied an emi grant fr om the old country, (namedj 

Jona s Rauhala. 

The C. P. R. wa s buildi ng a railroad between Lethbridge 

a nd Calgary, s i nce it looked as i f the c ountry c ould grow good 

wheat i n abundanc~ . Over the little Bow r i ver a t C~rmangay a 

wooden Bridge went up , and the rails bad been laic down from 

Calga r y as xmm f a r as that; the f amous bridge over the Old Man 

River that was known all ovGr Canada a s "tbe highest longest Q.ridge" 

was finished in 1909, t he rail s met in Barons, so the district 

was all set to become , as it did, tiol XBJCJI tlm::t t he town tha t was 

t he first to s hip a . milli~n bushels of No. 1 hard wheat.And then-

:------, there was no rain or snow for 13 m nths , .-- no wheat,-- no 

gardens ,--and the f a rmers left in droves, and t hose .that ~ tayed 

behind, spent t heir time between scanning the heavens f or rain, 

and ~atcbing dimes for beet ot the beerparlor. 

The first rain to break the drought began t o f all September ~' 

1910. It didn't stop falling until everyth~ng wa s soaked, and 

every hollow and ditch was full. It must have fall en s teady for 

four ar five days. Now there was lots of wa:t•r feed coming up 

so no one bothered to nut up hay. But there was a very heavy 

snowfallthe 10th or 11th, the train wa s stopped between Letbbridge 

and Ba rons, f or days. At last a rotary plow was sent n orth to clear 

the jeavy drifts, that were packed solid in front of the depot as 

well as south and north of it. At first it caouldn't move the 
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snow, and when i t got ja rred l oose , the bi g solid l ump s br,ke 

everywindow in t he depot , downstairs and upstairs. Mr s .Mac

Der mot add t he chil dren were going to wa tch the s pectaclo from 

t he ups tairs bedroom windows, and t he oJ!J.ly thing, that saved 

them all from be i ng killed outright was the fact, they had enough 

sense t o crawl under the beds . Jimmy Ma.cl ermott, who must have been 

about e ight or ten uears ol d , wa s very peeved; he had wanted 

to see the excitement, but j he view was not what be had expected. 

I t was not possi '· l e to t epair all the damage up and down the line 

f or many days a s there wa s a terrific shortage of glass , in fact, 

it was weeks before even tje depot s in Oarmangay and Ba rons were . 
r eplaced. But the farmers re~dced, and weJl they might; They 

Km harvested as immense crop, the st raw wa s nearly too long and 

heavy to support itself and a l ot of it lodged. Mike invented 

a gadget that would"'taise t he grain enough, s o the binder knife c 

could cut it, but of course he didn't get it patented bef or e 

one of the big implement dealers ' snoops bad got wind of it and 

made a model of it for his company . Mike didn' t have time , for 

one t hing , and f or anot her, be di dr ' t know how to go about it 

until he had the same thing happen to him several times, then 

he gave up on it. 

Writ ten About August ! or 9, 1968 

4tt 
Ma ry Wendelboe 
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